FOURTH EDITION |

!
!

 GUITURAL ANTHROPOLOGY

!
4




CORE CONCEPTS
IN CULTURAL
ANTHROPOLOGY

FOURTH EDITION

it o ey v+ NGl
% TRUNG 14 THEN I (1 VIEN

16 ok 0
Robert H. Lavenda

Emily A. Schultz
St. Cloud State University

du
GIFT OF THE ASIA FOUNDATION
NOT FOR RE-SALE

QUA TANG CUA QUY CHAU A
KHONG BUGC BAN LAI

% Higher Education

Boston Burr Ridge, IL Dubuque, IA  New York San Francisco St. Louis
Bangkok Bogot4d Caracas Kuala Lumpur Lisbon London Madrid Mexico City
Milan Montreal New Delhi Santiago Seoul Singapore Sydney Taipei Toronto



The McGraw-Hill Companies

% Higher Education

n imprint of The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc., 1221 Avenue of

the Americas, New York, NY 10020. Copyright © 2010, 2007. All rights reserved. No part of

this publication may be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means, or stored in a
database or retrieval system, without the prior written consent of The McGraw-Hill Companies,

Inc., including, but not limited to, in any network or other electronic storage or transmission, or
s

broadcast for distance learning.

Published by McGraw-Hill, a

This book is printed on acid-free paper.
4567890WFR/WFR 0

[SBN: 978-0-07-353098-7
MHID: 0-07-353098-0

Editor in Chief: Michael Ryan

Publisher: Frank Mortimer

Sponsoring Editor: Gina Boedeker
Marketing Manager: Pamela Cooper
Developmental Editor: Phil Butcher
Project Manager: Christina Gimlin

Production Service: Aaron Downey, Matrix Productions Inc.
Manuscript Editor: Betty Duncan

Design Manager: Ashley Bedell

Cover Designer: Ashley Bedell

Manager, Photo Research: Brian Pecko

Production Supervisor: Louis Swaim

Composition: 11/14 Sabon by Laserwords Private Limited
Printing: 45# New Era Matte, Worldcolor Fairfield

Cover: © Wetzel and Company

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Lavenda, Robert H.

Core concepts in cultural anthropo
Schultz. — 4th ed.

p. cm.

Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN-13: 978-0-07-353098-7 (alk. paper)

ISBN-10: 0-07-353098-0 (alk. paper)

1. Ethnology. 2. Ethnology—Bibliography. I Schultz, Emily A.
(Emily Ann), 1949- 1L Title.

GN316.L39 2010
306—dc22 2008051736

logy / Robert Lavenda, Emily

The Internet addresses listed in the text were accurate at the time of publication. The inclusion of

ZWeb site does not indicate an endorsement by the authors or McGraw-Hill, and McGraw-Hill
oes not guarantee the accuracy of the information presented at these sites.

www.mhhe.com

SRR AR T nN L NS T A e ARy B

gy e



©

Contents

Preface ix

CHAPTER 1 ¢ Anthropology 1
1.1 An Anthropological Perspective 2
1.2 The Subfields of Anthropology 3
1.3 TIs Anthropology a Science? Modernism,
Postmodernism, and Beyond 10
1.4 Reflexive Anthropology 11

CHAPTER 2 ¢ Culture 15

2.1 Culture Against Racism: The Early
Twentieth Century 16

2.2 The Evolution of Culture 19

2.3 Culture and Symbolism 21

2.4 Ethnocentrism and Cultural
Relativism 23

2.5 The Boundaries of Culture? 25

2.6 The Concept of Culture in a Global
World: Problems and Practices 27

2.7 Culture: Contemporary Discussion
and Debate 30

2.8 Culture: A Contemporary
Consensus 32

CHAPTER 3 ¢ Language 33

3.1 Studying Language: A Historical
Sketch 34
3.2 The Building Blocks of Language 37




vi CONTENTS

3.3
3.4
3.5
3.6

CuaprTER 4 ¢ Culture and the Indivi

4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4
4.5

4.6
4.7

Language and Culture 39
Language and Society 41

Discourse
Language Contact and Change 47

dual 351

From Individualism to Agency 52
Culture and Personality 3 4
Enculturation 56

The Self 59

Cognition and Cognitive
Anthropology 61

Cognitive Styles 63

Emotion 64

CHAPTER S * Expressive Culture: Religion, Worldview,
and Art 67

1
5.2
e
5.4
o35)
5.6
547
5.8

Religion 68

Myth 71

Ritual 72

Magic and Witchcraft 75
Religious Practitioners 80
Change in Religious Systems 81
Art 83

The Anthropology of Media 86

CuaPTER 6 ¢ The Dimensions of Social Organization 89

6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4
6.5
6.6
6.7

What Is Social Organization? 90
Dimensions of Social Organization 92
Caste and Class 96

Race 100

Ethnicity 101

Gender 103

Sexuality 106

CHAPTER 7 ¢ Political Anthropology 109

721
Vi

7.3
7.4
Ty
7.6

Power 110

Political Ecology and Political
Economy 112

Disputes and Dispute Resolution 114
Forms of Political Organization 116
Social Stratification 119

Forms of Political Activity 120



CONTENTS vii

7.7 Social Control and Law 123
7.8 Nationalism and Hegemony 125

CHAPTER 8 * Economic Anthropology 131

8.1 The “Arts of Subsistence™ 132

8.2 Subsistence Strategies 133

8.3 Explaining the Material Life Processes
of Society 136

8.4 Modes of Exchange 139

8.5 Production, Distribution,
and Consumption 141

8.6 Mode of Production 143

8.7 Peasants 144

8.8 Consumption 148

CHAPTER 9 ¢ Relatedness: Kinship and Descent 153

9.1 Kinship Versus Biology 154
9.2 Descent 156

9.3 Bilateral Descent 157

9.4 Unilineal Descent 159

9.5 Kinship Terminologies 163

CHAPTER 10 * Marriage and Family 167

10.1 What Is Marriage? 168

10.2 Whom to Marry and Where
to Live 169

10.3 How Many Spouses? 171

10.4 Marriage as Alliance 173

10.5 Family 175

CHAPTER 11 ¢ Globalization and the Culture

of Capitalism 179

11.1 The Cultural Legacy of Colonialism 180

11.2 Analyzing Sociocultural Change in the
Postcolonial World 183

11.3 Globalization 189

11.4 The Cultural Effects of Contact 192

11.5 Globalization, Citizenship, and Human
Rights 195

CHAPTER 12 ¢ Theory in Cultural Anthropology 201

12.1 Anthropology as Science 202
12.2 Nineteenth-Century Approaches 203




viii CONTENTS

12.3 Early-Twentieth-Century
Approaches 205
12.4 Mid-Twentieth-Century Approaches 209
12.5 Late-Twentieth-Century Debates 218
12.6 New Directions in the Twenty-First
Century 222

Appendix: Reading Ethnography 227
The Parts of an Ethnography 227
The Use of Indigenous and Local Terms 231
The Photographs 232
Why Are You Reading This Ethnography
(and How Should You Read It)? 234

Bibliography 239
Index 250



©

® Preface

I HIS BOOK IS A CONCISE introduction to the fundamental
key terms and issues of contemporary cultural anthropol-
ogy. It is not a condensed version of the seventh edition of our
textbook, Cultural Anthropology: A Perspective on the Human
Condition; this is something different. Our goal is to provide stu-
dents with a rapid sketch of the basic ideas and practices of cul-
tural anthropology in a style analogous to an expanded glossary.
A good glossary supports beginners in a discipline by expanding
the analytic vocabulary at their command and situating this new
terminology in the theoretical and practical history of the field. So,
too, we hope, with this volume: We introduce the core concepts
and key terms in cultural anthropology and indicate briefly where
they come from and how they are related to one another in order
to provide students with a context for understanding anthropolog-
ical writing, especially ethnographic writing, when they turn to it.
Our expectation is that this text will be used in conjunction with
ethnographies and/or collections of readings during the term. For
that reason, we have omitted extended ethnographic examples and
other kinds of details found in our textbook Cultural Anthropology
(and most introductory texts), and we have concentrated on pro-
viding a scaffolding on which students can rely as they begin to
read more conventional anthropological texts.

Features

¢ Flexibility. This text can be used in many different ways.
It can be used by itself as a concise introduction to cultural
anthropology when the course time that can be devoted

ix
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to covering the discipline is limited. It can also be used

very successfully in conjunction with other readings, either
anthologies or ethnographies, or both. Core Concepts

in Cultural Anthropology may be assigned at the begin-

ning of the term to go along with introductory lectures

and be referred to as needed. Another approach, popular
with users of earlier editions of Core Concepts in Cultural
Anthropology, is to assign specific chapters to be read along
with particular ethnographies or course topics. To accom-
modate various uses, we have made each chapter as self-
contained as possible. Each chapter has numbered section
headings to make it easier for students to navigate the text
and to give instructors additional flexibility should they wish
to assign segments of chapters in novel ways best suited for
the organization of their courses. We have included cross-
references to related topics in other chapters wherever possi-
ble. If the order of our chapters does not fit your arrangement
of topics in your course, please rearrange the chapters and
sections in any order that works for you. We think our order
makes sense, but instructors should feel free to assign

(or omit) the chapters and sections in whatever way best suits
their approach to teaching anthropology.

o Brief and affordable. What you have in your hands is an
unadorned framework for teaching cultural anthropology. Quite
intentionally, there are no photographs, no lavish graphics, no

3 elaborate text boxes, no extended ethnographic examples. A

3 consequence of writing a concise introduction is that many of
; the details and nuances of the field are left out. We assume that
o instructors will provide favorite ethnographic examples both

in class and in other readings to illustrate the issues they raise

Eh in class. It is our hope that the brevity and affordability of this
EF text will allow the assignment of additional course readings and
e will engender lectures and class discussions that bring back the
= nuance and subtlety that are a part of every human endeavor,

3 including anthropology, teaching, and learning.

o Provides useful study aids. Each chapter opens with a list of key
terms discussed in that chapter. Each chapter ends with a list of



concepts would be addressed in more than one place in the text.
For the sake of concision, we decided to confine the discussion
of some topics to a single chapter (for example, the discussion
of research methods is found only in Chapter 1). In other cases,
where we concluded that the same concepts needed to be discussed |
in more than one chapter, cross-references are provided in the text i
(for example, discussions of different kinds of ecological anthro-
pology appear in Chapters 8 and 9).

What’s New in the Fourth Edition?

PREFACE X1

suggested readings, which—along with an extensive end-of-book
bibliography—directs students to more detailed discussions. The
index allows students to quickly find the key terms they need.
An online Study Guide provides additional learning help.

Includes a chapter on theory. Because all anthropological
writing is theoretically situated, we have included a chapter
on theory in cultural anthropology. We think it is important
for students to get a sense of how the texts they are reading
fit into a broader theoretical context of the discipline. We
also think they need some intellectual tools for interpreting
what they are reading: Ethnographic writing often refers to
alternative theoretical positions, and it is useful for students
to know the issues those positions have raised in the course
of ongoing anthropological discussion and debate.

Provides a unique appendix on reading ethnography. This dis-
tinctive guide provides students with a set of tools for effectively
reading ethnographic writing. It looks at how ethnographies are
put together and how they are written; it also offers students
strategies for getting the most from their reading.

As we put the book together, we had to decide whether some

¢ Taking account of reviewers’ comments, we have short-

ened the list of key terms at the beginning of Chapters 3
(“Language”), 4 (“Culture and the Individual”),

7 (“Political Anthropology™), 8 (“Economic Anthropology”),
9 (“Relatedness: Kinship and Descent”), and 11
(“Globalization and the Culture of Capitalism”). In several
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of these chapters, the discussions of the key terms have been
eliminated; in others, we decided that not every term we men-
tion rates the status of “key term”; such secondary terms are
italicized in the text.

« We have introduced discussions of collaborative ethnogra-
phy into Chapter 1 and “Appendix: Reading Ethnographic
Writing.”

o The discussion of applied anthropology has been expanded to
cover cross-disciplinary practices.

¢ The discussion of race in Chapter 2 has been expanded
and strengthened.

+ Chapter 3, “Language,” has been revised: Some of the more
detailed discussions of formal linguistics analysis have been
eliminated, and a new section on language revitalization has

been added.

¢ Chapter 5 is now called “Expressive Culture: Religion,
Worldview, and Art.” It includes new material on religious
change, art worlds, art and identity, and media anthropology.

o In Chapter 6, we have included an expanded discussion of
feminist anthropology, gender studies, and sexualities.

¢ Chapter 7, “Political Anthropology,” has an enhanced
discussion of cultural ecology and political ecology, a brief
discussion of law and human rights, and a discussion of the
invention of tradition.

¢ In Chapter 8, “Economic Anthropology,” we have stream-
lined the section on Marxist economic theory, revised the
discussion of cultural ecology, and added a discussion of
global assemblages.

 In Chapter 9, now called “Relatedness: Kinship and
Descent,” we have eliminated the lengthy discussion of
cousin terminology and have extended the discussion of the
relatedness implications of assisted reproduction and organ
transplantation.
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+ Chapter 11, “Globalization and the Culture of Capitalism,”
now contains a discussion of commodity chains and other
global assemblages.

+ Chapter 12, “Theory in Cultural Anthropology,” has been

updated to cover some of the theoretical initiatives of the last
decade.

+ In all chapters, the list of suggested readings has been
expanded and updated as needed.
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